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Why indexes 
• Libraries’ budget 
• 2014+ and the Canadian dollar 
• Needed to cut subscriptions  
• Opportunity to re-evaluate ressources 
• Spoke with Jocelyn Godolphin 

(Concordia U) 
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Ok, so what next? 
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Why me? 
• 3 years at UQAM negotiating renewals and 

new content 
• Excel dashboards 

Why Vincent? 
• Professor at EBSI, Bibliometrics 
• Validate our ideas, provide mentorship 
• Communicate with subject librarians 

Desired outcome:  
 « least worst » scenarios 
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Usage stats – DR1 
 



Survey 
UQAM

Outil le plus utilisé
Professeur &

maître de 
langue

Chargé de 
cours

Doctorat & 
post-doc

Maîtrise 
A & B

DESS 
& PC Total général % total

Google Scholar 112 26 69 37 9 253 26.9%
Google 112 36 32 33 7 220 23.4%

224 62 101 70 16 473 50.3%

Virtuose 60 33 43 65 2 203 21.6%
Autre outil de recherche 76 13 40 30 3 162 17.2%
Scopus 15 3 8 1 27 2.9%
Web of Science 18 2 2 5 27 2.9%
Pas de réponse 15 14 9 6 4 48 5.1%
Total général 408 127 203 177 25 940 100%
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Vincent Larivière 
• Measured overlap between indexes 
• Created a single list of all titles by index 
• Loaded data into an SQL server 
• Analyzed overlap based on ISSN 

– Journal title where ISNN not available 
• Overall view: network for all indexes 
• Specific view: index by index 
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Scopus versus Web of Science 
• Scopus chosen as primary analysis 

tool  
• Most of UQAM’s research in French 
• More social sciences in Scopus 
• More content in Scopus 
• WoS has been cancelled 
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Overall picture (25+ periodicals) 

Scopus

Environmental Pollution

ASFA

Forest science

GeoRef

PsycInfo

MLA international bibliography

Historical abstracts

America, history & life

MathSciNet

Biological sciences

EconLit (En ligne)

Meteorological & geoastrophysica  

Family & society studies worldwide

The Philosophers index

Wildlife & ecology studies worldwide

ATLA religion database

Physical education index

Communication abstracts

LegalTrac

International index to music periodicals full text

The music index

Arctic & antarctic regionsRILM abstracts of music literature

FRANCIS

MathEduc

SPORTDiscus

Abstracts in social gerontology

International bibliography of theatre & dance with full text

Urban studies abstracts

Film & television literature index with full text

FIAF international index to film periodicals plus

Australian education index

International index to performing arts

Public administration abstracts

AgeLine

Design and applied arts index

ARTbibliographies modern

Hospitality & tourism index

ComAbstracts

Index to foreign legal periodicals

Alternative press index

Avery index to architectural periodicals

EdITLib education & information technology digital library

The architectural index
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Picture without Scopus (25+ periodicals) 
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Specific View: Index by index 
• Same concept as global view 
• Load title lists into Excel 
• Pivot table 
• Copy/paste values 
• Analysis 
• 70%  
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Never as easy as it looks 
• Meetings with reference librarians 
• Scopus training 
• Exceptions: Gale LegalTrac and HeinOnline, 

multi-year agreements 
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