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CARL Approval
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A story of ongoing success…

Preservation White Paper

Portage/Tri-Agency Tour

International Outreach

Non-CARL Libraries

Colleges

CARL Directors Support

More to come!



Portage Foundation: Our Robust Network of Experts

Expert Groups
• Data Management Planning
• Curation
• Data Discovery
• Preservation
• Training
• Research Intelligence

Working Groups
• Dataverse North WG
• Responsible Research Data 

Management Practices for 
Sensitive Data

• FRDR Service Model WG
• FRDR Discovery Service WG
• Institutional RDM Strategies WG > 110 Experts with renewal underway



Broad representation across Canada

Brock University Acadia University
Carleton University Cape Breton University
Dalhousie University Concordia University
McGill University HEC Montréal
McMaster University Mount Saint Vincent University
Queen's University Saint Mary's University
Ryerson University Trent University
Simon Fraser University University of Notre Dame
Université de Montréal University of Prince Edward Island
University of Alberta Wilfrid Laurier University
University of British Columbia AceNet
University of Calgary Canadian Institutes of Health Research
University of Manitoba CAREB
University of New Brunswick CASRAI-CA
University of Ottawa Compute Canada
University of Saskatchewan Council of Prairie and Pacific University Libraries
University of Toronto Cybera
University of Waterloo First Nations Information Governance Centre
University of Western Ontario Métis Nation Council
University of Windsor National Research Council Canada
York University Research Data Canada
Library and Archives Canada Scholar's Portal

Secretariat on Responsible Conduct of Research
Statistics Canada
BCI
CARL

22
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Library
Institutions

26
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Institutions
&

Organizations



Accomplishments in 2018 to date…

Portage-led Workshops
o Wilfrid Laurier University
o Lakehead University

Conferences, Symposia, AGMs
o G7 Research Summit
o Data Curation Workshop
o CNC CODATA AGM
o IASSIST & RDA

Regular and Targeted Meetings
o Portage-ISED meetings
o Portage-Compute Canada meetings
o Portage-RDC meetings

- DM ‘Dream Team’ meeting
- regular monthly calls with RDC

o Portage-Regional Consortia calls
o Portage-Scholars Portal calls

Sleeping Giant, Thunder Bay, ON

FRDR Limited Production
- real data is being deposited
- valid use-cases



Looking forward, 2018 - 2019

Portage-led Workshops
o UNB RDM Workshop
o McMaster RDM Workshop
o Quebec RDM Workshop?

Conferences, Symposia, AGMs
o Colleges – Applied Research Symposium
o College VPR Summit
o Statistics Canada @ 100 panel
o NDSF Summit
o OLA Super Conference
o Open Science Conference
o IASSIST

Regular and Targeted Meetings
o Portage-ISED meetings
o Portage-Compute Canada meetings
o Portage-RDC meetings

- DM ‘Dream Team’ meeting
- regular monthly calls with RDC

o Portage-Regional Consortia calls
o Portage-Scholars Portal calls

FRDR Limited Production
- real data is being deposited
- valid use-case for repository storage

RIEG – Survey of spending on RDM 
& Capacity census (e.g. curation…)

DMP Assistant 2.0

Briefing Notes: FRDR & Portage

RDM & DMP Online Modules

Curation White Paper
‘Busy Bee’ Guides
- FRDR
- Curation
- Dataverse



New Guides under development…



Looking forward, 2018 - 2019

Key Questions & Challenges:

Sustainable Funding
- Tri-Agency
- ISED

Dataverse North and FRDR – need for better communication

ISED Discussion Paper
- Role of CARL Portage in new organization
- Intersection with other RDM players: RDC, CODATA

Relationship(s) with LAC and NRC?

Other questions?



Member Discussion

• What are the most important elements libraries want to be brought 
forward to the new organization?

• How much of Portage transfers to the new organization? What is the 
future role of CARL in RDM and in building library-based capacity? 
Consider:

•Governance
•Services
•Tools
•Training
•Repositories, storage and curation
•Expertise
•National coordination



Canadian Repository Landscape

Federated Research Data Repository
North

Generalist
Repositories

Domain-specific
Repositories

Two National Repository Options

Government
Repositories

National Discovery Layer

Portage Data Discovery Service Working Group 

Harvesting & exposing metadata to avoid data siloing



FRDR & Dataverse: Governance

Federated Research Data Repository
North

Portage DVN Business 
Model Working Group

Portage/Compute Canada
FRDR

Steering Committee

Portage FRDR
Service Model

Working Group
Portage Metadata
Working Group

Portage Training
Working Group

CARL Directors
Portage Steering

Committee

Portage Advisory
Committee

Compute Canada

Portage supports both FRDR and Dataverse as repository options available to 
researchers at a national scale.



Use Case for Deciding on Dataverse or FRDR:
… from a Library perspective

Portage supports both FRDR and Dataverse as repository 
options available to researchers at a national scale
• Dataverse is a platform that university libraries can provide 
to their community as a branded, library service (whether it be 
as a part of a national, single-hosted instance or a standalone 
instance hosted locally). 

• For Dataverse, libraries can:
• control access and usage policies (e.g., who can submit what) for the 

service
• decide how the service is marketed on their campus
• operationalize curation workflows and other processes locally

• In most cases, RDM Librarians will be inclined to point their 
researchers towards their institutional Dataverse instance



• However, in cases where the research is data intensive, the 
need may be greater than either:

a) Dataverse can technically handle (easily)
b) The storage needs of the researcher surpass the current 
Dataverse allocation at an institution (e.g. a research group 
is generating multiple TBs of data at an institution with only 
~1 TB of DV storage)

• In these cases, institutions can decide to either purchase 
more storage for their Dataverse OR make use of FRDR

Use Case for Deciding on Dataverse or FRDR:
… from a Library perspective



• FRDR leverages Canada’s national Digital Research 
Infrastructure through a partnership between CARL/Portage 
and Compute Canada, allowing us to offer cost-effective 
repository storage at scale

• FRDR’s underlying data transfer technology is purpose-built 
for large datasets, meaning that the user experience for the 
researcher uploading data into FRDR will be a positive one

• Further, researchers engaged in data intensive research 
may already be using Compute Canada resources, and are 
therefore familiar with the processes and environment, making 
FRDR an ideal option

Use Case for Deciding on Dataverse or FRDR:
… from a Library perspective



Research Support Services
Portage, through its Curation Expert Group, is working 
towards building repository support services that are 
platform agnostic, meaning that researchers will benefit from 
library expertise regardless of which repository option they 
choose.

Research Support Services



FRDR Facts…
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